
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 ISBN: 978-1-61738-547-6 

5th International Natural 
Language Generation Conference 
2008 
 
(INLG 2008) 

Salt Fork, Ohio, USA 
12-14 June 2008 

 

 



Printed from e-media with permission by: 
 

Curran Associates, Inc. 
57 Morehouse Lane 

Red Hook, NY  12571 
 

 
 

Some format issues inherent in the e-media version may also appear in this print version. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright© (2008) by the Association for Computational Linguistics 
All rights reserved. 
 
Printed by Curran Associates, Inc. (2010) 
  
For permission requests, please contact the Association for Computational Linguistics 
at the address below. 
  
Association for Computational Linguistics 
209 N. Eighth Street 
Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania 18360 
 
 
Phone:  1-570-476-8006 
Fax:  1-570-476-0860 
 
acl@aclweb.org 
 
Additional copies of this publication are available from: 
 
Curran Associates, Inc. 
57 Morehouse Lane 
Red Hook, NY 12571 USA 
Phone:  845-758-0400 
Fax:      845-758-2634 
Email:   curran@proceedings.com 
Web:     www.proceedings.com 



Table of Contents

Preface . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vii

Conference Organization . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ix

Conference Program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . xi

Invited Talks

Prominence and Phrasing in Spoken Discourse Processing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Shari R. Speer, Kiwako Ito

Language, Embodiment and Social Intelligence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Matthew Stone

INLG Papers

Session 1: Summarization

Generating Textual Summaries of Bar Charts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Seniz Demir, Sandra Carberry, Kathleen McCoy

Using Spatial Reference Frames to Generate Grounded Textual Summaries of Georeferenced Data . . . . . 16
Ross Turner, Somayajulu Sripada, Ehud Reiter, Ian Davy

Dependency Tree Based Sentence Compression . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
Katja Filippova, Michael Strube

Extractive vs. NLG-based Abstractive Summarization of Evaluative Text: The Effect of Corpus
Controversiality . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

Giuseppe Carenini, Jackie C. K. Cheung

Session 2: Referring Expressions

Referring Expressions as Formulas of Description Logic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
Carlos Areces, Alexander Koller, Kristina Striegnitz

Attribute Selection for Referring Expression Generation: New Algorithms and Evaluation Methods . . . . 50
Albert Gatt, Anja Belz

The Use of Spatial Relations in Referring Expression Generation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59
Jette Viethen, Robert Dale

iii



Session 3: Psycholinguistics and Affect

Using Tactical NLG to Induce Affective States: Empirical Investigations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
Ielka van der Sluis, Chris Mellish

Session 4: Realization

Practical Grammar-Based NLG from Examples . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77
David DeVault, David Traum, Ron Artstein

Accurate and Robust LFG-Based Generation for Chinese . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86
Yuqing Guo, Haifeng Wang, Josef van Genabith

Session 5: Embodied Conversational Agents

Automated Metrics That Agree With Human Judgements On Generated Output for an Embodied
Conversational Agent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

Mary Ellen Foster

Session 6: Content and Text Planning

Simple but effective feedback generation to tutor abstract problem solving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104
Xin Lu, Barbara Di Eugenio, Stellan Ohlsson, Davide Fossati

What’s In a Message? Interpreting Geo-referenced Data for the Visually-impaired . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113
Kavita Thomas, Yaji Sripada

Evolving Questions in Text Planning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .121
Mick O’Donnell

Session 7: Evaluation

Generation of Output Style Variation in the SAMMIE Dialogue System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129
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